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Eritrea 


Islamic Jihad To Step Up Operations Against 
Regime 

MM0401162296 London AL-QUDS AL-'ARABI 
in Arabic 4 Jan 96 pl 


[Unattributed report: “Eritrean Jihad Movements Pre- 
pares To Step Up Its Operations Against: Asmara 
Regime’ | 


[FBIS) Translated Text} London, AL-QUDS AL- 
“ARABI — Eritrean Islamic Jihad Movement sources 
have said that the movement will begin in the next 
few days to intensify its operations against the Asmara 
regime to express the Eritrean people's reyection of the 
anti-Arab policy of its head, Isaias Atwerkt. 


The movement's sources said that contacts are being 
made with other Eritrean factions in order to coordinai¢ 
within this framework, stage an extensive media cam- 
paign to clarity the view of the opposition, in all: its 
orientations, on the Hanish al-Kabir island crisis, and 
issue a detailed statement in this connection. 


The sources expressed their utmost concern over the 
attempt to kindle the tire of hostility between the 
Eritrean people, who are part of the Arab nation, and 
the state of Yemen, which helped them a lot during the 
liberation war, including by opening Hanish island to 
the resistance units, which used it a base for stockpiling 
arms before they were smuggled into the country. 


The sources said that the Eritrean people are very 
angry at the their government's performance and its 
fabrication of battles with Arab neighbors, especially 
Sudan and Yemen. 


It is believed that there is an Israch-U.S. plan to drag 
Eritrea into regional conflicts which it can do without 
at this critical stage, in which it ts trying to stand on tts 
own feet after the long Itberation and internal war. 


EAST AFRICA ! 


The sources added that the Eritrean people will conunue 
to appreciate the supportive stands of the Arab states, 
especially Yemen and Sudan. The sources cast doubt on 
the success of the mediation by UN Sceretary General 
Dr. Butrus-Ghah, who they said is involved in the 
current sedition between Eritrea and its Arab neighbors 


Ethiopia 


Foreign Minister Leaves for Eritrea To Mediate 
Conflict 

FA0401221596 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Foreign Minister Seyoumm Mes- 
fin left for Asmara this afternoon to defuse the existing 
conflict between Eritrea and Yemen peacetully. During 
his stay in Asmara, the foreign minister wall hold con- 
structive discussions with Eritrean Government officials 
On proposals to settle the issue. Its to be recalled that 
Mr. Seyoum Mesfin has held discussions with Yemen 
officials. 


Somalia 


Rahawein Resistance Army Kills Over 50 Aidid 
Troops 

FA0401171596 Mogadishu Voie of the Somali 
Republic in Somali. 1100 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] A spokesman tor the Digul | 
and Mirifle ethnic group has said that the Rahawein 

Resistance Army [RRA] forces scored great victories 

in a six-hour-long battle in Baidoa. The RRA torces 

killed over SO members of Aidid’s militia, destroyed six 

technicals, and wounded many more. The spokesman 

said the RRA forces are now controlling much of the 

town, and are planning to eyect the militia trom there 

and the environs. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Burundi 


New Governor Named in Bubanza Province 


EA0401182396 Nairobi KNA in English 
1430 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Bujumbura, (KNA/PANA) 
(dateline as received] — President Sylvestre Nuban- 
tunganya has named Lieutenant Colone! Gerard 
Haziyo governor of the troubled northwestern Bubanza 
Province. Ntuibantunganya, in a statement, also took the 
opportunity to urge the displaced persons to return to 
their homes now that the administrative void has been 
filled. Thousands of people have been displaced in 
the area due to revenge killings between the majority 
Hutu and the minority Tutsis which have been going 
on since October 1993 when the country’s elected 
president Melchior Ndadaye, a Hutu, was assassinated. 
Lieutenant Colonel Haziyo Gerard replaces Herman 
Tuyaga, a civilian from the ruling Burundi democratic 
front [Front for Democracy in Burundi], who resigned 
saying he feared tor his lite. Several provincial gov- 
ernors have been murdered during the political and 
ethnic crisis in Burundi. 


Chad 
Government-Opposition Conference Previewed 


ABOS01134296 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT S$ Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The round table reconciliation 
conference between the Chadian Government and the 
country’s armed political movements will begin today 
in Franceville, southeastern Gabon. From Franceville, 
our special correspondent, Jean-Claude Frank Medome 
reports: 


[Begin Medome recording] The significance of this 
meeting has been enhanced with, on the one hand, the 
arrivals of Presidents Omar Bongo of Gabon, Idriss 
Deby of Chad, Mahamane Ousmane of Niger, and Ange 
Felix Patasse of the Central African Republic and, one 


the other hand, by the confirmed presence of most of 


the 14 armed political movements. Authorities in the 
facilitator country — Gabon — are confident that the 
contacts made with the armed opposition will lead to 
a significant participation, despite some transportation 
difficulties. We must not forget that the armed political 
movements invited to Franceville are resident in both 
Africa and outside the continent. This explains why the 
countries that serve as rear bases for these movements 
have been convened to the Franceville round table 
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conference in which representatives from the United 
States, France, and the European Union will take part. 
It is not certain, however, that the Libyan and Sudanese 
delegations will be present. 


Meanwhile, for Gabonese President Omar Bongo, the 
challenge has been taken up. The intra-Chadian round 
table conference is going to take place under his aus- 
pices, but the main question that people are asking is 
how long the negotiations will last. They are also won- 
dering if the countvies that support the armed politcal 
groups are really willing to associate themselves sin- 
cerely with the peace dynamic that seems to goad on the 
parucipants in the Franceville round table conterence. 
This peace dynamic 1s indispensable for the democra- 
tization of Chad and the flawless organization of the 
elections scheduled to take place this year. [end record- 
ing] 


Rwanda 


Armed Men Kill Prison Officer, Free Inmates 


ABO401222096 Paris AFP in English 
1604 GMI 4 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kigali, 4 Jan (AFP) — Eight 
armed men wearing military uniforms attacked a4 prison 
in northwest Rwanda overnight, killing one police 
officer and releasing an unspecified number of inmates, 
Rwandan radio reported on Thursday [4 January}. 
According to Radio Rwanda, the armed men ordered 
a police officer to open the prison in Nyakinama and 
when he retused shot him to death and forced open the 
door. 


The report did not specify the number of prisoners 
released, but it said they included two militiamen trom 
the former Rwandan Armed Forces, which was defeated 
in 1994 by the mainly Tutsi Rwandan Patniouc Front 
following the inter-ethnic genocide that claimed the 
lives of more than half a million people, mainly Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus. Since then more than 60,000 
Rwandans, almost all from the ethnic Hutu majority, 
have been held in Rwandan prisons, most of them 
accused of taking part in the genocide. 


Wednesday night's attack was the first such known 
incident in a prison. However, guerrilla activities are 
prevalent in northwest Rwanda, on the border with 
Zaire, and most are blamed on former militia from the 
Rwandan Armed Forces or Hutu rebels taking refuge in 
eastern Zaire. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Reaction to Report on Spying on Top Police 
Officials 


Ex-Commander Denies Spying 
MB0401160496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS ‘iranscribed Text} Former Vlakplaas comman- 
der Dirk Coetzee has denied being involved in spying 
on top police officials. In an article in a Johannesburg 
newspaper this morning, it was alleged that Mr. Coetzee 
specifically spied on Commissioner George Fivaz and 
other top police members, including provincial commis- 
sioners. In an exclusive interview in Pretoria, Mr. Coet- 
zee said he was a member of the National Intelligence 
Agency [NIA], but declined to say what division he 
worked for. He said he had never been instructed by 
anyone in the NIA to spy on r. smbers of the police. He 
added that there were certain old guard members of the 
police who were trying to discredit him. 


Meanwhile, a member of the Parliamentary Intelligence 
Committee has said the committee has no knowledge 
of alleged spying on senor police members. The com- 
mittee was established last year to ensure that the coun- 
try’s intelligence agencies do not abuse their powers. A 
spokesman, Mr. Pieter Groenewald, told SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news that once 
[word indistinct] come to the attention of the commit- 
tee, it will investigate. 


Intelligence Agency Denies Spying 
MB0401172396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1423 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 4 SAPA — 
The National Intelligence Agency [NIA] on Thursday 
denied it had been spying on top police officials, saying 
reports to this effect were baseless. 


‘Such allegations are unfounded, nonsensical and 


mischief-making in the extreme,” Deputy Minister of 


Intelligence Joe Nhlanhla and NIA director-general 
Sizakale Sigxashe said in a statement in Pretoria. 


The Johannesburg-based newspaper THE STAR earlier 
in the day reported the entire top structure of the police 
was being spied on. It quoted unnamed sources as saying 
Viakplaas police base former commander Dirk Coetzee 
had been assigned to this task. 


Mbeki Arranges Meeting on Charges 


MB0401175796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1726 GMT 4 Jan 9 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 4 SAPA — 
Claims of National Intelligence Agency [NIA] agents 
spying on top police officials prompted Deputy Minister 
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T.abo Mbeki on Thursday to arrange a meeung next 
week of security ministers and intelligence agency 
heads. 


In a statement in Pretoria, his olffice said the allegauions 
were disturbing. 


The Johannesburg-based STAR newspaper earlier re- 
ported the top structure of the police, including com- 
missioner George Fivaz, was being spied on. It quoted 
unnamed sources saying Vlakplaas police base former 
commander Dirk Coetzee had been assigned this task. 


Fivaz, approached tor comment, said Coetzee had told 
a police officer the NIA had tasked him to spy on top 
police officials. 


The NIA denied it had been spying on top police 
officers and that Coetzee had been assigned to such 
surveillance. Coetzee was quoted by SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio denying the 
allegations 


Fivaz said it was difficult to believe any South Afncan 
intelligence agency would target what he called the new 
and legiumate top structure of the police. 


“Tremain mystfied as to who 1s behind this surveillance 
and why it was or is being done,” he said in a statement 
in Pretoria. 


The National Party [NP] said in a statement the matter 
was developing into a major scandal and called for an 
urgent investigation by the parliamentary conimittee on 
intelligence. 


If the claims were true it would raise serious questions 
about the NIA‘s integrity, the NP said 


Democratic Party spokesman Kobus Jordaan said 
Deputy Minister of Intelligence Joe Nhlanhla and 
NIA head Sizakale Sigxashe should appear before the 
parliamentary committee. Fivaz should be given the 
opportunity to brief the committee, he added 


The African National Congress questioned the veracity 
of the allegations in a statement in Johannesburg, 
saying it was inconceivable the NIA and police were 
In compeuwion. 


‘Both the NIA and (police) remain committed to the 
same objective: the defence of our democracy,” 1 said 


In a statement in Pretoria Nhlanhla and Sigxashe said 
reports on the matter were sensational 


Such allegations are unfounded, nonsensical and 
mischiet-making in the extreme 


They said rumours of the NIA spying on top policemen 
had surfaced some weeks ago. Nhlanhla subsequently 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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asked National Intelligence Coordinaung Committee 
member Moe Shaik to inform Fivaz of the allegations. 
The commissioner had also been assured the NIA was 
not involved. 


“During such consultations, the national commissioner 
indicated his prior knowledge of the said allegations, 
discounting them as being baseless and iterated his 
rejection of them,” they said. 


“The Ministry of Intelligence and the NIA are at one 
with the national commissioner in his view that ‘all our 
energies are supposed to be concentrated on fighting 
threats to South Africa’s security, not each other’.” 


It was agreed during consultations the allegations would 
be best handled by treating them as “a non-issue”, they 
added. 


In his statement Fivaz said evidence of sustained and 
systematic surveillance of top police officials had led 
him to warn the police management forum to take 
precauulions 


Telkom [Telecommunications Corporation] technicians 
investigating an interruption of service recently disce’- 
ered the home telephone of the forum secretary had been 
“pugged’, Fivaz said. 

Wires for an electronic surveillance device had also 


been found in the office of Gauteng police commissioner 
Sharma Mahara). 


Other provincial commissioners have also have also 
reported various forms of surveillance,’ Fivaz added. 


He said any intelligence agency spying on him would be 
wasting its time and taxpayers’ money. “I have nothing 
to hide.” 


Conservative Party Seeks Inquiry 


MBOS01/20696 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1009 GMT OS Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 5 SAPA — 


A judicial commission should investigate claims of 


National Intelligence Agency [NIA] members spying on 
top police officials, the Conservative Party [CP] said on 
Friday. 


In a statement in Pretoria, 1t doubted whether a meeting 
of security ministers and intelligence agency heads next 
week arranged by Deputy President Thabo Mbeki would 
succeed im addressing the matter. “Nobody has any 
confidence in the deputy president's ability to be in 
charge of such an investigation,” CP spokesman Daan 
du Plessis said. 


The Johannesburg-based STAR newspaper on Thursday 
reported the top structure of the police was being 
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spied on. It quoted unnamed sources saying Vlakplaas 
police base former commander Dirk Coetzee had been 
assigned this task. This was denied by the NIA. 


Du Plessis said the allegauions were undermining the 
morale of the police. “Instead of receiving support in 
their fight against crime, they are being spied on,” he 
said. "We insist on a proper investigation by a judicial 
commission to unearth the truth. 


Parliament Committee To Probe Charges 


MBOS01134596 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
1318 GMT OSs Jan Yh 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan S SAPA — 
Parliament's jomt standing committee on intelligence 
announced on Friday it would launch its own inves- 
ligation into allegations that the National Intelligence 
Agency [NIA] is spying on SA [South Africa] Police 
Services’ [SAPS] management 


Committee chawrwoman Lindiwe Sisulu said in terms 
of the Intelligence Service Control Act the committee 
could order an investigation regarding any complaint 
received from a member of the public. 


Committee members, as well as the National Party and 
Democratic Party, had called tor an investigation into 
the claims, she said 


"The committee ts accountable to the public and re- 
quests of this nature require it to respond. It would be 
a very serious matter if these allegations prove to be 
correct. The public needs to be intormed about the true 
State of affairs.” 


The committee would meet in Cape Town next Tuesday 
to determine the terms of reference tor the investigation. 


Sisulu said the spying allegations came as a shock to 
her. In her dealings with the top management of both 
the NIA and SAPS she had found only mutual respect 
and co-operation between the two agencies 


The committee's investigation would not be affected by 
the planned meeting between Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki and top officials of both agencies, she added. 


South African Press Review for § Jan 
MBOS01] 1] 34496 
[FBIS Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Mandela Must Act Against Spying on Top Policemen 
— Johannesburg THE STAR in English on § January 
in a page-10 editonal comments on the alleged spying 
by the National Intelligence Agency on the entre police 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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hierarchy. Former security police captain Dirk Coetzee 
“admitted to police officers who questioned him about 
one of his murders that he had been ‘tasked’ by his 
bosses, the National Intelligence Agency, to carry out 
the investigation. If so, it’s a disgrace almost beyond 
imagination that a Government agency should employ 
a murderer, whose main police skill seems to have been 
brutality, to spy on the country’. leading upholders 
of the law.” THE STAR would like to “dismiss the 
allegations as Keystone Kops comedy, exposing our top 
spies as inefficient bunglers wasung our money and their 
time, but the elements of farce are overshadowed by 
the most sinister implicauons for the security forces, 
the Government and the country.” President Mandela 
is urged to “step in immediately, demand the truth and 
reveal it — whatever the cost.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Abacha Makes Own People Sutter To Score Political 
Points — Johannesburg MAiL & GUARDIAN in 
English tor 5-11 January in a page- 18 editorial says 
Nigerian military ruler General Sani Abacha has decided 
“to use” the African Nations Cup soccer tournament “to 
show his anger with the isolation campaign Mandela has 
headed since the hanging of Ken Saro-Wiwa and nine 
other anti-Lagos activists late last year. On display “1s 
a dictator's willingness to make his own people suffer to 
score personal political points. Mandela has beca wise 
to keep aloof trom this squabble. 


BUSINESS DAY 


Call for State Frankness on RDP Poss:bilities — “Bu- 
reaucralic inertia and government tumidity may be partly 
at fault for the sluggish disbursement of RDP [Recon- 
struction and Development Program] tunds for the sec- 
ond year in a row,” notes a page-6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 5 January. How- 
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ever, “the housing situation is largely responsible tor the 
percepuon that the RDP ts failing.” In other areas, no- 
tably where delivery capacity is well established “such 
as electrification and water provision, there is progress. 
“Perhaps the ANC’s greatest miscalculation was the set- 
ling of absurdly unrealisuc development targets belore 
the general election. In his recent public statements, 
[RDP Minister} Naidoo has shown a welcome grasp of 
the state’s limitations and the need to harness the pn- 
vale sector's energies. Delivery must be accelerated, but 
with no elecuon scheduled until 1999, government can 
afford to be more trank about what is possible. 


THE CITIZEN 


More Policemen, Money Needed To Fight Crime — Jo- 
hannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 4 January in 
ity page-6 editorial comments on National Police Com- 
missioner George Fivaz’s statement that “South Afneca 
risks becoming a gangster state.” President Mandela, in 
his New Year message, appealed to South Afncans to 
help in the fight against crime, but THE CITIZEN be- 
heves tas only the police who “can vanquish the cnm- 
inals.” Theretore, the country needs “more policemen, 
especially on the beat; we need better police salanes, 
which are deplorably low; and we need a boost in the 
morale of the police, who have been demoralised by the 
political attacks made on them in the past, by restructur- 
ing that may remove past injustices bul in some respects 
has created new ones, and who are sll insecure and sub- 
jected to political pressure instead of being lett to get on 
with their task of policing the country.” THE CITIZEN 
also believes Commissioner Fivaz is “burdened by po- 
litical pressures, including demands that special probes 
of killings be made or that drag him into the political 
arena, When he should be getting on with the job wath- 
out iterterence of any kind 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 
Government Contacts With FLEC-R Intensify 


MB0401155396 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} With less than two weeks be- 
fore the truce between the two expires, bilateral contacts 
between the Angolan Government and the Froni for the 
Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave-Renewed [FLEC-R] 
have intensified. 


The truce expires 15 January. The government is at an 
advanced stage in its talks with FLEC-R Chief Jose 
Tiburcio, and it is widely believed that the truce will be 
extended. 


However, the FLEC-R representative in Lisbon, Estevao 
Barros, said today that things have not gone very well. 
He added that FLEC- R does not agree with the Angolan 
Government's approach to the Cabinda negotiations. 
FLEC-R wants to lead the talks as the main interlocutor 
and then try to bring the other Cabinda factions into 
line. [Passage omitted] 


UNITA, Government Officials Discuss Military 
Issues 

MB0401204396 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] and the gov- 
ernment discussed military issues again today, under 
the mediation of the UN Angola Verification Mission-3. 
A committee was established on 2 January to improve 
trust between signatories of the Lusaka Protocol after 
Angolan Armed Forces offensives in Zaire and Uige 
Provinces. Today's meeting was led by General Artur 
Santos Vinama, a member of General Ben-Ben’s del- 
egation, which since last year has been searching for 
mechanisms to speed up the implementation of the mil- 
itary Clauses in the Lusaka Protocol. [passage omitted] 


President dos Santos Receives UN Envoy Beye 


MBOS01071696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[FBiS Translated Text] In Luanda on 4 January, Pres- 
ident Jose Eduardo dos Santos received in audience 
Alioune Blondin Beye, UN special representative in An- 
gola. They discussed peace and prospects for new year. 
Beye says (’there should be a way) to make 1996 a 
year of peace. Alioune Blondin Beye delivered a mes- 
sage from Butrus-Ghali to the Angolan president. 


[Begin Beye recording, in French with passage-by- 
passage translation into English] | am grateful that 
the head of state received me. I conveyed to him a 
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New Year message trom the UN secretary general who 
wishes peace to Angolans. We reviewed events in 1998S, 
and Ou. lined indispensable tasks that must be carned ou: 
so that 1996 is a (?year of peace). | am pleased with 
the guarantees given by the president of the Republic. 
I informed him of the measures adopted by the Joint 
Commission, namely the decisions the government and 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola) made in Bailundo on 21 December. [end 
recording | 


Beye is scheduled to visit Bailundo tor a meeting 
with Jonas Savimbi. High on his agenda will be the 
continement of UNITA forces to barracks. 


Second Meeting Held 


MB0S501143496 Luanda Radio Nactonal Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT § Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Alioune Blondin Beye, UN 
special representauve in Angola, met with President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos at the Futungo de Belas palace 
in Luanda on S$ January. Beye was accompanied by 
the ambassadors of the three observer countries and 
government representatives to the Joint Commission 
President Dos Santos received 4 message trom the 
internauonal community on the Angolan peace process 
Beye did not disclose the contents of the message, but 
nromised to provide more details on 6 January after 
he meets Jonas Savimbi, leader of the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], in 
Bailundo. 


Envoy to UN Seeks Condemnation of Zairian 
Interference 


MB0401194096 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Angolan ambassador to the 
United Nations yesterday requested an urgent meeting 
of the UN Security Counes) Sanctions Commutiee, which 
was created in terms of resolution 864/93. In his 
letter, the Angolan diplomat asked the UN Security 
Council to condemn the Republic of Zaire for violating 
paragraphs 19 and 20 of that resoluuon. The Angolan 
diplomat presented a formal complaint by the Angolan 
Government against the Republic of Zaire and asked 
the United Nations to take steps to prevent Zaire from 
continuing its interference in Angola's internal affairs 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Regime’s Troops Fail To Withdraw From 
‘Occupied Areas’ 

MB040!1 135996 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Soyo residents in Zaire 
Province [words indistinct} the military situation is wor- 
risome, because government troops have no! withdrawn 
from occupied areas and are carrying out [words in- 
distinct}. Our colleague [words indistinct] has iurther 
details. 


The Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] have not yet with- 
drawn from occupied areas [words indistinct]. Instead, 
they are involved in a manhunt and murder campaign in 
occupied areas. According to reports, the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] accuses all 
Bakongos of being sympathizers of the National Union 
for the Total independence of Angola [UNITA] and 
{words indistinct]. 


Hundreds of people who have fled from acts of atrocities 
are in the bush, some heading for M’banza Congo 
and others for Pedra do tcitico. This is a serious 
situation, which requires the intervention of the UN 
Angola Verification Mission-3, which the MPLA seems 
to ignore. This was revealed by a source close to 
the UNITA Political Secretariat. A similar situation ts 
being experienced in Uige Province [passage omitted, 
including indistinct portion}. 


Government Accused of Executions in Bie Province 


MBO0S01062596 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Government con- 
tinues to execute Angolans for political reasons in Ca- 
macupa District, east of Bie City. More than seven peo- 
ple were executed during New Year celebrations with- 
out charges being brought against them. This is another 
human nights’ violation. Camacupa residents have asked 
human rights’ organizations to investigate these viola- 
tions. 


50 Reportedly Killed in UNITA Attack in Huila 


MBO0501064396 Johannesbure SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0500 GMT § Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] At least 50 people were killed 
in a dawn attack by UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] rebels in southern 
Angola yesterday. According to the governor of the 
province of Huila, an unknown number of rebels took 
part in the attack on the town of (Chivulo). This incident 
comes just as the Angolan Government and former 
UNITA leaders resume negotiations on setting up a 
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national army, in line with the Lusaka peace accord 
signed in 1994. 


FAA Reportedly Resupplying Troops in Zaire 
Province 

MBO0S01143696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 5 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola Zaire Province Military 
Command continues to be worried by the political and 
military situation in Soyo District. The Angolan Armed 
Forces are providing more logisucal support to their 
troops in the areas they have occupied. 


Government Releases 10 POW’s in Huila Province 


MBOS01143596 Luanda Radio Nacionai Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 5 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translatec Text] The government has released 10 
prisoners of war in Huila Province. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross supervised the ceremony. 
The government and the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] have released 361 
prisoners to date. 


Swaziland 


Pudemo Threatens To Make Country 
‘Ungovernable’ 

MB0401172096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1636 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] NELSPRUIT Jan 4 SAPA — 
The People’s United Democratic Movement [Pudemo] 
has threatened to make Swaziland ungovernable, SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio re- 
ported on Thursday. 


It quoted Pudemo secretary-general Dominic Mn- 
gomezulu saying in an interview in Nelspruit, 
Mpumalanga, the party would use mass action to bring 
about political change in the country. 


Mngomezulu said the campaign followed the govern- 
ment’s failure to respond to the organisation's call for 
the unbanning of political parties. It would take the form 
of civil disobedience, peaceful protests and stay-aways. 
The campaign was expected to begin at the end of Jan- 
wary. 
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Zambia 


Foreign Affairs Minister injured in Car Accident 


MB0501062096 Lusaka THE POST in English 
19 Dec 9S p3 


{Report by Reuben Phiri} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Foreign affairs minister Chris- 
ton Tembo was yesterday flown to South Africa for 
treatment after he sustained serous head injunes when 
his car was involved in a road traffic accident along Ka- 
fue Road on Saturday night. 


Both police and University Teaching Hospital (UTH) 
authorities confirmed the accident and said minister was 
in the company of MMD [Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy] Lusaka district chairman John Chilambwe 
and fuur other unidentified passengers who sustained 
minor injuries. 


Tembo, whi was able to talk for a few minutes, 
said the accident occurred as he was returning from 
Monty's Motel in Kafue where be had gone to meet his 
supporters in preparation for this week's party elections. 


Tembo was contesting the vict-presidency against Re- 
public Vice-President Godfrey Miyanda, deputy speaker 
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of the National Assembly Fritzpatrick Chuula, and lands 
minister Luminzu Shimaponda. 


Police public relations of officer Bartholomew Jere said 
the accident occurred around 20:30 hours on Saturday 
at the junction of Chawama and Katue Roads. 


The minister was driving a Land Cruiser GX, registra- 
tion number AAL 5904, and the accident occurred when 
a mini-bus cut in front of his car,” Jere said in an inter- 
view yesterday 


Authorities at University Teaching ‘iospital, where 
Tembo was admitted in the intensive care unil yesterday, 
said his condition was not serious 


“He is fine, he will be discharged in a few days, UTH 
surgeon Lupando Munkonge said. 


But Tembo was flown to South Africa late in the 
Afternoon. 


“He will need scme minor invesugations and a head 
scan since he sustained head injuries,” Sata said in an 
interview yesterday. 


The driver of the mini-bus was picked up for questioned 
by police and later released but police are sull invesu- 
gating the accident 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Cote d’lvoire 
President cdlenri Bedie’s New Year Address 


ABO0101224596 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 31 Dec 95 


[Address by President Henri Konan Bedie in Abidjan 
on 31 December — recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Dear compatriots, in my last 
new year message, | had the great pleasure of informing 
you that despite the persistence of a general situation 
that is very difficult for each one of us, we could already 
detect glimmers of hope for the future. I also stated 
that in the transition period that followed the tragic 
death of President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, founding 
father of the Ivorian nation, the government had worked 
relentlessly, and that it had already registered positive 
and promising results for the remaining part of our 
march toward progress and happiness. I noted that 
preliminary indications of recovery were visible, thus 
justifying the need for us to maintain all our confidence 
in ourselves and in our country. 


Our solidarity and hard work enabled us to make 
decisive progress. I can confirm to you right now that 
this hard work you kept up in the discharge of your 
tasks, by often placing — as it is necessary —- national 
interest above your personal aspirations has turned to 
be very positive. It has enabled our government to 
move forward in line with its aspiration toward the 
implementation of its objectives of progress for ali and 
happiness for each of us. 


Thus, our GD, which experienced an average annual 
downward trend of | percent, from 1989 to 1993, saw 
a 1.7-percent increase in 1994, to at least 6.5 percent in 
1995. This last figure is clearly higher than the rate of 
our population growth, which means that our country 
is getting richer, whereas, very recently, it was getting 
poor. It is sull very early for each Ivorian to feel the 
effects now, because the fruit of this economic recovesy 
should be first and foremost allocated to maintaining the 
infrastructure that has suffered a lot, and to making new 
investments. 


This new recovery, which is real, has already enabled 
us to minimize the hardest social miseries. The general! 
trend of our economy should enable us to achieve 
stronger growth soon, and the true birth of this Elephant 
of Africa which is currently in the making. 


Apart from this remarkable recovery within such a 
short me, I can briefly remind you of some of the 
elements that strikingly marked this year. Our gold 
output is increasing; our oi has been exploited since 
April; our natural gas has arrived in Abidjan, and we 
are sure to benefit from it for 40 years. Uniwax Textile 
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Company has doubled its production capacity; Cacao 
Bari Company has established a factory in San Pedro 
using 15,000 metric tons of cocoa, a figure which will 
soon be increased to 30,000 metric tons. The Abidjan 
Transport Company has started recruiting its retrenched 
employees, and now has about 700 vehicles, whereas 
in 1993, it had only 400 left, with only 300 in working 
condiiion. 


Our university is being decent alized, and new lecture 
halis have been put at our studenis’ disposal. The in- 
stituuon, whose number of lecturers was very insutfhi- 
cient, got half of the number it needed this year. The 
recrui’nent of these new lecturers cost us 11] billion 
CFA francs, and this move will continue to ensure com- 
fortable working conditions for our studying youth. 


The 1994 agreements concerning our public debts will 
be improved soon if there are no unforeseen uilficuluies, 
which is fortunately the case. Concerning our debts 
with the private sector, the discussions are stll going 
on, but I have the feeling that the initial results wall 
be known sooa. Our domestic saving is on the r.se, 
and the communiques issued by the various cabinel 
meetings mentioned the considerable funds invested in 
our country over the past two years in line with the 
priority approval scheme. Thus, thousands of jobs have 
been created for our workers. 


One more very good piece of news: The 1996 bud- 
get submitted to the National Assembly has reached an 
amount of 981 billion CFA francs, including 356 billion 
CFA francs for the investment and equipment budget. 
The funds, therefore, allocated for our equipment in- 
crease yearly by about 37 percent . 


Your seriousness at work has happily confirmed the 
Ivorian people's maturity which was brilliantly demon- 
strated on the occasion of two important political deci- 
sions that you made, and which marked this year. The 
first was during the presidential elections. It is very re- 
grettable that some opposition partes, which claim to 
be representative, were unable to demonstrate this by 
playing the open democratic game. Not only did they 
call for a boycott — which is nothing but an unreason- 
able attitude — but they also wanted to impose it, a 
move which led them to violate the law. They sought 
to prevent those who cagerly wanted to express their 
views on the country’s future from doing so, yet those 
Ivorians are ciuzens who are conscious of the stakes, 
and who desire to exercise their constitutional nghts 


Those dissatisfied people, however, received from the 
government — through the ongoing dialogue — all the 
assurances they demanded against any act that would 
have led us to violate our constitutional rules or would 
have encroached upon the National Assembly's scope 
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of activities. What is very serious is that their attitude 
resulted in assaults, road barricades, and also deaths. In 
a country, whose political tranquility proverbial, Ivorian 
cilizens were driven out of their homes, and forced to be 
treated as refugees on their own territory. | express the 
nation’s wishes to ali those innocent victims for their 
peaceful resettlement. | make it a point to assure them 
that the Ivorian people, their judges, and government 
are not indifferent to their thirst for justice. Fortunately, 
other people within the opposition loyally abide by the 
Republican laws and democratic principles. We pay 
homage to them. 


What the large majority of you demonstrated during 
the elections was the will to participate in them despite 
the obstacles and threats in an exercise thal was crucial 
for the country’s future. You have thus proved that 
Ivorians are courageous and proud, and do not yield 
to threats. They are determined to exercise their civic 
nights freely, to remain masters of their desuny, and 
guarantors of the good functioning of the Republican 
institutions and of democracy. Of course, | am very 
proud of this move, since : wed the great confidence 
you have in me, acon) co — I proclaim again 
— I intend to deserve Your c atidence will enable me 
to implement the prog thea. you have approved with 
so much enthusiasm. li. tas, especially in the face 
of foreigners, our country’s stability. [passage omitted] 


The lessons of the presidential elections bore their fruits, 
even for the most extremist opponents who abandoned 
their antidemocratic atuitude — the sabotaging of clec- 
tions. The legislative electiows which followed were 
held in a very calm atmosphere, and confirmed the con- 
fidence that you place in those to whom you have given 
it so far. [passage omitted] 


It is only regrettable that the situation in certain con- 


stituencies compelled the government, the custodian of 


public order, to defer the elections. The elections will 
be held there as soon as passions cool down, under con- 
ditions whose entre impariality | guarantee, se that the 
National Assembly, our National Assembly shall be the 
faithful reflection of public opinion. | pay tnbute to the 
conduct of party leaders who went about the elections, 
these elections, in a very calm manner, and endorsed the 
results. The promises | made on the status of opposition 
representatives shall be kept. 


Some opinions were expressed in favor of the postpone- 
ment of municipal elections Since this domain 1s gov- 
erned by regulations, and since the request does not 
violate the Constitution, the government responded fa- 
vorably to the request. It went as far as providing for the 
creation of 61 new communes. This ts an effort made 
on the path to decentralization, and the development of 
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our rural Communities. Many citizens will thus have the 
possibility to participate directly in the management of 
their affairs. The main regulatory texts on this issue have 
been published, and the election date set for 11 Febru- 
ary. I hope on that occasion, the parues and candidates 
will put the interests of their towns above their personal 
interests. [Passage omitted] 


I shall endeavor to progressively implement all the 
pcints in my program to achieve the united and close- 
knit Cote d'Ivoire we all desire. | know that you will 
help me in my task. Together, we shall build a faithtul 
and modern nation. [passage omitted] 


Our fidelity shall be in line with our fraternity which 
solidly unites the different ethnic and cultural compo- 
nents of our nation. It wail be in line with our traditional 
hospitality which has made Cote d'Ivoire a center of at- 
traction tor many foreigners living here. It wall be in line 
with our overtures to our numerous and faithful foreign 
triends. 


Our modernism must be manifested in the way we adapt 
to a world whose speed of evolution increases by day, 
and marks with its impnrt all the points of our program 
of acuion. We cannot envisage any delay which shall 
make it difficull to catch up with the program. We must 
begin today to commit all our natural, human, social, 
and cultural resources at the nght levels. We have to 
do it particularly in the area of health, education, with 
the participation of women, if necessary, in our fight for 
our progress and shared happiness. | know that you will 
help me with all your strength because you know how 
necessary il is to our success. Together we shall achieve 
the gc als we have set. 


At the year’s end, I address wishes of health, happiness, 
and success to you all. These wishes go to all the 
components of our valiant nation without any distinction 
between the individuals composing it or their social 
levels. My wishes also go to all those who do not 
belong to our national community but who are narrowly 
associated io it, who live on Ivorian territory, and 
who contribute to sts progress, its cultural life, and its 
renown. 


My wishes go to the presidential majority as well as to 
those of the opposition, to whom IT renew not only the 
assurance that I shall see to the impartiality of the state 
but also my commitment to be the guardian of political 
pluralism, of freedom of expression and its means of 
expression, if they demonstrate respect for each other, 
tor human rights, and for other citizens. 1 invite the 
entre media to participate actively im the progress of 
our common nation within the limits of its laws and 
identity, which are distinct in the world. Cote d'Ivoire 
is Cote d'Ivoire 
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My wishes go to our peasants who have a heavy re- 
sponsibility in our development, a responsibility which 
they are carrying out marvelously. [passage omitted] 


My wishes also go to our Army, which has accom- 
plished with faith, fidelity, and discipline their ever- 
increasing tasks, and to all our security forces who are 
exposed to great dangers, but who have already won 
notable successes against crime. [passage omitted] 


I wish a happy new year to you all. You will see that 
it will be a happy one. I am sure of that because we 
all desire it, and because we can make it possible if we 
keep our vision on the promising future we are trying 
to build together for our beloved Cote d'Ivoire. [video 
shows President Bedie seated, reading his address; audio 
carries the national anthem] 


Liberia 


Rebels Said To Hold 130 ECOMOG Soldiers 


AB0401190996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 4 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] There are reports from Liberia 
that the African peacekeeping force, ECOMOG [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group} might be preparing to use the iron 
fist to end the trouble at Tubmanburg. There has been 
fighting in the area for nearly a week that sucked in 
ECOMOG soldiers. Yesterday, ULIMO [United Libera- 
tion Movement for Democracy in Liberia] faction leader 
Roosevelt Johnson said he was calling a cease-fire, but 
it seems problems have continued at Bong Mines across 
the St. Paul River from Tubmanburg, with 130 ECO- 
MOG soldiers being held by rebels. On the line to Mon- 
rovia, Robin White asked ECOMOG’s field comman- 
der, General John Inienger, what the current situation 
was between him and Roosevelt Johnson. 


{Begin recording] [Inienger] Well, we met yesterday 
with all the parties concerned, and there was general 
agreement that there should be cease-fire in Tubman- 
burg. 


{White] Has the fighting stopped? 


[Inienger] Yes. It's calm in Tubmanburg at the moment. 
We are waiting for the leadership of the faction to go 
there and talk to them so that they could get out of the 
town, and allow the civilians to go about their business. 


[White] So ULIMO are still in the town? 
[Inienger] Yes. 
[White] And you want them to get out of the town? 
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{Inienger] Yes, because we are concerned about the 
treedom of the civilians in that town. We think there 
is [a] need for them to go about their normal duties. 


[White] Has Roosevelt Johnson told you that he will get 
his men out of the town? 


{Inienger] Well, we have to get these things stage by 
Stage. You are aware that it was only yesterday that they 
agreed that he was calling people to cease fire. There has 
been a cease-fire. There is a mechanism on the ground 
for monitoring the cease-fire. The cease-fire violation 
committee is putting in place its officials together with 
the government officials to go to Tubmanburg, and this 
arrangement is taking place right now. We are making 
the arrangement so that between now and the end of the 
day or tomorrow we will all be there to see how best to 
resolve this issue. 


[White] Now, there are reports that 130 of your men are 
still trapped? Is that right? 


[Inienger] Yes, it is true that we have some of our troops 
deployed in Bong Mines. These troops, we understand 
the ULIMO-J troops who are also in this area, were 
threatening them, and we have approached Johnson on 
this issue, and yesterday again we met. Johnson agreed 
that he was going to the place to pacify his people, to 
allow ECOMOG troops deployed there to move about 
their normal duties. 


{White} So, he has agreed to release these 130. 
{Inienger] Eh, yea; not that he was holding them hostage 
as it were, but they were not allowing them to move 
about freely. 

[White] There are reports that you have massed hun- 


dreds of troops along that highway, you know, to go 
and get them out if Johnson doesn’t let them go. 


[Inienger} No, no, | think these are false information. 


[White] There isn't a massive buildup of tanks and 
soldiers along that road? 

[Inienger] ECOMOG believes in dialogue. When we 
have things of this nature, we always try to find out 
how best we could resolve them through dialogue, and 
I'm glad that this particular one has worked through 
dialogue. [end recording] 


ECOMOG-ULIMO Clashes Spread to Clay 
ABOS01 104596 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT S$ Jan 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} In Liberia, fighting between 
the West African force troops and a faction of the 
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ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
ii. Liberia] militia is reported to have spread to the 
town of Clay, some 50 km away from the capital, 
Monrovia. Over the last wec'., many civilians who have 
fled fighting in Tubmanburg have been blocked in Clay. 
On the line from Monrovia, Jean-Philippe Chausis asked 
Bart Vitovin of Save The Children if he knew what was 


happening in Clay: 


[Begin recording} [Vitovin}] Well, as I see it, the prob- 
lem that started in Tubmanburg has spilled over into 
Clay where ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson faction] and ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African Coun- 
tries Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] have also had a mil- 
itary conflict. 


{Chausis} Do you know what has happened to the 
displaced people's camp in Clay? 


[Vitovin] Well, the reports from the displaced people 
that are coming across Po River into the Monrovia area 
is that both Clay and a displaced camp a few miles up 
the road from the (?Po) government farm have all left 
that area, with the majority of them trying to go in the 
direction of Monrovia. 


{Chausis} It seems that a fairly large number of people 
have also decided to take to the forest and to the 
surrounding rubber plantation. Is that true? 


[Vitovin] I would assume that will be the case. | mean 
when conflict erupts in a town or village, the people 
don’t always have the freedom of choice in which 
direction they go. So I think it would be fair to assume 
that they have scattered in all directions. 


{Chausis} Now, what is the situation at Po River Bridge? 


[Vitovin] Ok, you have a bridge crossing at the Po 
River Bridge where you see relatively large numbers 
of displaced people coming across and this is fairly 
also the case up- and down-stream from that location 
where they are probably also crossing by canoe into the 


neighboring villages. 


{Chausis} Have you any idea of how many people have 
crossed the bridge in the last few days? 


[Vitovin] Ok, at this point since they've been crossing 
very recently, it's very difficult to estimate because the 
estimation is based on registrations that vary quite sig- 
nificantly. So, you certainly are talking about thousands 
of people but the exact number at this point is very dif- 
ficuit to say. [end recording} 
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Nigeria 
Government Rejects Politicians’ Request for Talks 


AB0401205096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program hosted by Chris 
Bickerton} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Bickerton] It's some weeks 
now since the self-described all-poliucians’ summit in 
Lagos, Nigeria, set up a committee to try and negotiate 
with the military government of General Abacha over 
democracy. The regime says it will take three years. 
The politicians want it to happen sooner as does the 
internauonal community. The quesuon was, would the 
government talk to the politicians? It's been sticking 
firmly to its own umetable, and been setung up its own 
bodies to return the country to civilian rule, and any 
attempts by the opposition to express themselves have 
been squashed. On the line to Lagos, Josephine Hazely 
asked Nigeria’s Information Minister Walter Ofonagoro 
if they would find éime to talk to the politicians’ 
committee. 


{Begin recording] [Ofonagoro] Let me say that it is a 
gross exaggeration to say Nigerian politicians as a class 
had a meeting. A handful of politicians met somewhere 
in Lagos in a hotel and made a statement. Certainly, 
among those who met were important people who at one 
tume or the other, in the past, had occupied very high 
positions in government including a first vice president 
and some governors. So, for individuals who have held 
office at one time or the other to get together and issue 
an ultimatum is a bit funny because they don't have any 
locus standing to do so. Now, you have to understand 
that for everyone of them sitting there in that group, 
at that meeting, there are 10 of them here supporting 
government. 


{Hazely] You said earlier on that this group of poliu- 
cians issued an ultumatum to the government, but it 1s 
not an ulumatum. All they are asking for 1s to talk. 


[Ofonagoro] Well, they are welcome. There is nobody 
[words indistinct]. Every Nigerian is free to talk to 
government but certainly they have to.... [Ofonagoro 
pauses] Those who come, come to represent themselves 
since there are °9 political parties recognized by law, as 
at now. So, in the same way that any other Nigerian has 
always been free to talk to government, these people 
are welcome. They can talk to the chairman of the 
Transition Implementation Committee, that is Justice 
Mamman Nasir, who was vice chairman of the National 
Constitutional Conference. He is now responsible for 
the implementation of the transition democracy, and 
anybody who has any useful suggestions to him, or for 
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his committee to work, he is welcome to do so. If they 
want to talk to government at any level, of course, they 
have access. 


{Hazely] You know that is not so easy though. | mean, 
you.... 


[Ofonagoro, interrupting] That is not correct. They all 
have access individually and collectively. For instance, 
the chairman of that meeting was Vice President Alex 
Ekwueme, who was a member of the Constitutional 
Conference, and [who] sat down here with us for one 
year and put together the program that we are now 
implementing, and he always knows that he has access 
to the [presidential] villa anytime he wants to talk to 
anybody here, including the head of state. So, I don’t 
see the need for dramatizing these things even to the 
grandstand. 


We believe that anyone who has anything to say to 
government is welcome to do so, but the transition is 
on course because it is mandated by the democratically 
elected representatives of [the] Nigerian people, and the 
new Constitution is being implemented as required by 
the conference. 


{Hazely] Now, but Dr., I mean, this transition program 
you keep talking about that has been drawn up by this 
group of politicians, you know, it has been changed to 
accommodate the wishes of Gen. Abacha many times. 
For example, the transition date has been changed. 


{[Ofonagoro] Madam, that is absolutely incorrect. The 
transition program was announced on | October, and | 
personally explained it to the nation on 10 October, and 
there has been no change whatsoever in that program. 
In fact, everything we said we were going to do from | 
October to 31 December we have already done. 


{Hazely} According to that meeting held by the group 
of politicians who drew up this transition program, in 
fact, they had wanted Gen. Abacha to go this January, 
but he extended it. That's the point I'm making. 


[Ofonagoro] Madam, that is false. The Constitutional 
Conference, at one time, had given a January deadline 
but the conference itself changed their minds. They real- 
ized that all that they wanted could not be accomplished 
by that date. Abacha has never changed his mind at any 
time on these issues. | think we must be very careful not 
to misinform the public that is listening to us. Every- 
thing we said we were going to do we have done. The 
next stage of the transition is from now to 31 March 
this year. We are going to have elections to the lowest 
tier of government — local government elections. 


{Hazely] Well, that one I understand is going to be a 
nonparty local government election. 
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[Ofonagoro] Because parties don’t exist as such now. 
The parties will be registered in the second phase that 
is between March and June, so that by the end of this 
year democracy would have been entrenched at the base, 
at the grass-roots level, the foundation will be there. 


{[Hazely}] How can it be democra.... [Hazely pauses} It 
will be a mockery of democracy at grass-roots level if 
people are not doing it using muluparty means, isn’t it? 


(Ofonagoro] Madam, you cannot judge. There are no 
parties as such now, but we are anxious to hand over to 
Civilians, so we say, Okay, the people themselves should 
elect on nonparty basis. This has happened in Nigerian 
history many, many times. The reasons for this is, from 
the people elected on nonparty basis you will now 
be able to identify credible grass roots leaders around 
whom you can now build the political associations that 
will be registered as political parties. Otherwise you 
see people, you know, thrashing about and parading as 
politicians but when they go to the elections.... [pauses] 
you find that when they go to the elections you find that 
they cannot even get votes in their own households. [end 
recording] 


[Bickerton] Well, the politicians who've been calling for 
talks with the government have been quick to react to 
the interior [ttle as heard] minister's reyecuion of their 
overtures. From Lagos, Sola Odunfa reports. 


[Begin Odunfa recording} Many politicians don’t regard 
the information minister's statement as reflecting the 
final position of government on the meeting proposed 
at last month’s all-politicians’ summit. Chief Segun 
Oshoba, a member of the steering committee of the 
politicians’ summit, told me on the line from his home 
in Abeokuta that the government's current attitude to 
the proposed meeting was not realistic. He said that the 
government, which has been calling for dialogue with 
all interest groups in the country, could not shut its doors 
against political leaders. The former state governor said 
that he was confident that events during the year 1996 
would drive the government and the politicians to a 
point where they would have to meet and talk over the 
nation’s problems. There is no way the two of us can 
avoid meeting eventually, he said. 


Dr. (Bode Olajumoke), leader of the (Emeril Unity 
Group), which is seen by many Nigerians as a pro- 
government alliance, said that the government's position 
as Stated by the information minister was contradictory, 
and could introduce a new dimension to the national 
politcal crisis. The standing committee of the all- 
poliucians’ summit will meet soon to formally request 
for an audience with the head of state, Gen. Sani 
Abacha. The committee is headed by former Vice 
President Alex Ekwueme. I was told today that the 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


14 WEST AFRICA 


committee would make a formal public statement only 
after it had received government's reply to its request. 
{end recording} 


7 Charged With Murder of Opposition Politician 


AB0301 144396 Paris AFP in English 
1402 GMT 3 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 3 Jan (AFP) — Seven 
people were formally charged Wednesday [3 January] 
with the murder of a prominent opposition politician 
and businessman here last October, a legal source said. 
Alfred Rewane, 79, who helped finance the opposition 
movement the National Democratic Coalition, was shot 
dead in his bed here on October 6. 


Police have classed the attack as an armed robbery and 
not an assassination for political motives. According to 
the prosecution case, the suspects killed him and stole 
two briefcases containing money and other valuables. 
Judge Elizabeth Lufadeju refused to grant bail and te 
suspects will remain in police custody until the hearing 
resumes on February 16. The murder of Rewane has 
been roundly condemned by pro-democracy and human 
rights organisations. 


Sierra Leone 
RUF Rebels Attack Teyama, Killing Seven 
ABO501062596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 4 Jan 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Rebels of the RUF [Revolu- 
tionary United Front] in Sierra Leone are not letting 
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up in their attacks in the south of the country. What's 
more, they keep hitting the same targets. They have re- 
cently launched attacks on the Njala University campus 
site, and on Teyama town near Bo. Now, they have had 
another go as Richard Magaw of the SIERRA LEONE 
NEWS AGENCY reports in this telex from Bo: 


RUF rebels yesterday launched another attack on 
Teyama killing seven civilians, burning down 2] 
houses, and completely destroying the town’s camp 
for displaced people. The early morning surprise 
attack succeeded in dislodging the military for a short 
while. However, the Army later counterattacked and 
retook strategic positions around the township before 
bombarding the remaining rebels and forcing them to 
retreat. 


According to independent sources, which were con- 
firmed by the region's brigade commander Colonel Tom 
Karu, this morning an unspecified number of rebels were 
killed in the fighting before the rest escaped toward the 
Njala University campus where they launched yet an- 
other attack. There has been no statement yet from the 
military about the number of casualties at Njala, but es- 
capees from the area around the university confirmed 
that at least two villages had been destroyed and scores 
of civilians killed. 


Meanwhile despite the attack on Teyama, the brigade 
commander yesterday led a convoy of 120 vehicles to 
Bo. The vehicles, mainly trucks loaded with essential 
food items, had been unable to move because of 
continuing attacks by RUF rebels along the 30-mile 
stretch of road between Bo and Teyama. 
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